
Wilderness Award Application 2026

The Wilderness Award is an annual cash award made by Wilderness Lectures. 
It is open to any UK resident over the age of 18 who intends to travel overseas between February 1st 2026 and January 31st 2027 and hopes to complete an unusual and adventurous objective in a wilderness area.
We are looking for individuals who show that they have combined imagination and enthusiasm to produce a plan to do something exciting and visually interesting that will not damage the environment, in an area of the world that is geographically remote. 
The winner will be someone who combines a number of factors in their proposed trip: a good idea that has achievable objectives, an interesting area, an enthusiastic personality, good research, careful planning, and a commitment to follow the plan through. 
We do not normally give the award to individuals whose primary objective is research based unless there is a very strong element of adventure or exploration in their proposal. We also regret that we are unable to support applications from individuals who are intending to take part in a commercially organised trip, even if it is concerned with charitable objectives.
This is an individual award. We recognise the reality of team expeditions, and we understand that any grant given to an individual is likely to be shared to the benefit of all expedition members. However, the individual signing the application will be legally responsible for meeting our terms and conditions.
We will shortlist and take up references before interviewing a limited number of candidates.
We will favour applications from individuals who commit to carbon offset.
Conditions of application: In return for the award, the successful applicant must agree to deliver a lecture in Bristol, as part of the Wilderness Lectures Series, between October 2026 and the end of March 2027. This lecture will be given with slides and or video and will last between 60 and 90 minutes with time for questions. We also require that our grant be acknowledged in any reports that are produced as a result of the trip.

Applications:		Closing date: 30th December 2025

Please complete the attached form, in full. It may be helpful to attach copies of relevant maps to your application. Please do not merely enclose a copy of your normal application prospectus.
To apply: please complete the application form below, not exceeding 3 sides of A4 when printed and E-mail your application to asher@wildernesslectures.com, giving the subject as Wilderness Award together with your expedition name or your own name.
eg.  Wilderness Award. John Smith      or     Wilderness Award   Timbuktu 2025
We will notify applicants of our decision by the end of January 2026.
The decision of the Wilderness Lectures Partners regarding any application is final and no correspondence will be entered into.
Submission of an entry represents acceptance of our Award terms and conditions.


Wilderness Award Application Form
ABOUT YOU

Name:							
Age:						Date of birth:
Home address:  

						Postcode: 
Phone number: 				
Email address: 					

What overseas/expedition experience do you already have, if any?


Please tell us about your photographic &/or lecturing experience if any.


ABOUT YOUR TRIP

Where are you going? 


When?						For how long?
What is your main objective?



What is the name of your expedition, if any?


Tell us about the background research you have done and any relevant contacts you have made, both in the UK and abroad.






What contingency plans do you have in case your main objective cannot be achieved?



Do you have any qualifications or training that are relevant to your trip’s objective?


Are you going on your own? If not, how big is your team?


What is the background of the other team members?


Please give an approximate summary of your costs:
                                                                
Travel   
                                             
Daily subsistence                                    
                        
Insurance                                    
                            
Equipment                              
                                 
Other

Please describe any sustainability aspects of your proposed trip

Referees: 
Please give the names, status, addresses and tel/fax numbers (and email if appropriate) of two individuals who can comment on you and your proposed project.
1.						2.




Note: Applications for the Wilderness Award are submitted on the condition that information given is true and accurate and that the applicant agrees to abide by the conditions of application which are given in the attached information.

Signed:						Date:

